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A SHORTENED STATUTORY-PERIOD FOR REPLY-IS SET-TO-EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) FROM — 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant has amended claims 1, 5, and 11-14, and added claim 20, therefore claims 1-20 are 
now pending. 



Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 10-12, 14-16, and 18-20 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claiml-9, 13, and 17-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 



Patent No. 6,230, 189 to Sato et al. and in view of Lo et al. 
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Regarding claim 1, Sato et al. teaches an image transfer system, comprising: one or more 
terminal equipments; one or more facsimile apparatus; and a network for interconnecting said 
terminal equipments and said facsimile apparatus (column 1, lines 15-18); each of said facsimile 
apparatus including coding means for coding image data included in data inputted to the 
facsimile apparatus from the outside in accordance with a unique coding method (column 5, lines 
10-12), image data storage means for storing the image data coded by said coding means 
(column 1, lines 64-66), and a decoding program (column 6, lines 39-43). 

Sato et al does not teach outputting decoding program for decoding image data. Lo et al. 
teaches a decoding program signaling means for outputting, when the image data stored in said 
image data storage means is to be outputted to a requesting one of said terminal equipment 
decoding program for decoding image data coded in accordance with the coding method in 
response to an acquisition request from the requesting terminal equipment (column 1, lines 16-26 
and column 7, lines 14-17 and column 8, lines 12-14 and column 19, lines 8-14 and column 22, 
line 61 through column 23, line 4). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the apparatus for an http server 
capable of connecting facsimile apparatuses and data terminals of Sato et al by outputting 
decoding program for decoding image data because this allows the client terminal the ability to 
decode the image data and thus reduces the load on the network. 

Regarding claim 3, Sato et al. teaches an image transfer system, comprising one or more 
terminal equipments; one or more facsimile apparatus; and a network for interconnecting said 
terminal equipments and said facsimile apparatus (column 1, lines 15-18 and 21-23); each of said 
facsimile apparatus including coding means for coding image data included in data inputted to 
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the facsimile apparatus over a public network in accordance with a unique coding method 
Xcblumn ~5~ linesi 0-12)7 image data st6r^emeans~for~stofing the imagedata coded by said - ~ 
coding means (column 1, lines 64-66), management means for managing the image data stored in 
said image data storage means and page information of the image data, network control means 
for controlling connection to and data communication with any of said terminal equipments over 
said network (column 2, lines 14-17), acquisition request reception means for receiving an 
acquisition request outputted from any of said terminal equipments, acquisition request analysis 
means for analyzing the acquisition request received by said acquisition request reception means, 
HTML document data signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed by said acquisition 
request analysis means that the acquisition request is an acquisition request for HTML document 
data, the HTML document data (column 5, lines 8-10 and column 12, lines 40-44), decoding 
program (column 6, lines 39-43), when it is analyzed by said acquisition request analysis means 
that the acquisition request is an acquisition request for image data coded in accordance with the 
coding method, and signaling means for transmitting a response to the acquisition request 
signaled from one of said HTML document data signaling means, said decoding program and 
said image data signaling means to the terminal equipment through said network control means 
(column 10, lines 44-52). 

Sato et al. does not teach outputting decoding program for decoding image data. Lo et al. 
teaches a decoding program signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed by said 
acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an acquisition request for a 
decoding program for decoding image data decoded in accordance with the coding method, 
image data signaling means for signaling (column 1, lines 16-26 and column 7, lines 14-17 and 
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column 8, lines 12-14 and column 19, lines 8-14 and column 22, line 61 through column 23, line 
4). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the apparatus for an http server capable of connecting 
facsimile apparatuses and data terminals of Sato et al. by outputting decoding program for 
decoding image data because this allows the client terminal the ability to decode the image data 
and thus reduces the load on the network. 

Referring to claim 5, Sato et al teaches each of said facsimile apparatus including coding 
means four coding image data included in data inputted to the facsimile apparatus from the 
outside in accordance with a unique coding method (column 5, lines 10-12), and image data 
storage means for storing the image data coded by said coding means (column 5, lines 59-61); 
said WWW server (Fig.l) and decoding program signaling means for outputting the decoding 
program in response to a request from the one of said terminal equipments (column 6, lines 39- 

43) . 

Sato et al. does not teach WWW server including decoding program storage means and 
decoding program signaling means for outputting the decoding program. Lo et al. teaches said 
WWW server including decoding program storage means in which a decoding program for 
decoding image data coded in accordance with the coding method is stored (column 3,lines 42- 

44) , and decoding program signaling means for outputting the decoding program in response to a 
request from the one of said terminal equipments (column 1, lines 16-26 and column 7, lines 14- 
17 and column 8, lines 12-14 and column 19, lines 8-14 and column 22, line 61 through column 
23, line 4). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the apparatus for an http server capable of connecting 
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facsimile apparatuses and data terminals of Sato et al. by WWW server including decoding 
program storage means and decoding program signaling means for outputting the decoding 
program because this allows the client terminal the ability to decode the image data and thus 
reduces the load on the network and facsimile apparatus. 

Regarding claim 9, Sato et al. teaches an image transfer method for an image transfer 
system wherein one or more terminal equipments and one or more facsimile apparatus are 
interconnected by a network (column 1, lines 15-18 and 21-23), comprising the steps of: 
outputting image data coded in accordance with a unique coding method by and stored in any of 
said facsimile apparatus to an arbitrary one of said terminal equipments (column 5, lines 10-12); 
and decoding program for decoding image data coded in accordance with the coding method 
(column 6, lines 39-43). 

Sato et al. does not teach outputting decoding program for decoding image data. Lo et al. 
teaches outputting a decoding program for decoding image data coded in accordance with the 
coding method to the terminal equipment in response to a request from the terminal equipment 
(column 1, lines 16-26 and column 7, lines 14-17 and column 8, lines 12-14 and column 19, lines 
8-14 and column 22, line 61 through column 23, line 4). Therefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the apparatus 
for an http server capable of connecting facsimile apparatuses and data terminals of Sato et al. by 
outputting decoding program for decoding image data because this allows the client terminal the 
ability to decode the image data and thus reduces the load on the network. 

Referring to claim 13, Sato et al. teaches an image transfer method for an image transfer 
system wherein one or more terminal equipments, one or more facsimile apparatus and a WWW 
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server are interconnected by a network (column 3, lines 61-63), comprising the steps of: 
outputting image data coded in accordance with a unique coding method by axed stored in any of 
said facsimile apparatus to a requesting one of said terminal equipments (column 5, lines 10-12); 
and said WWW server (Fig. 1) and a decoding program (column 6, lines 39-43). 

Sato et al. does not teach WWW server including decoding program storage means and 
decoding program signaling means for outputting the decoding program. Lo et al. teaches 
outputting, from said WWW server in which a decoding program for decoding image data coded 
in accordance with, the coding method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment in 
response to a request from the requesting terminal equipment (column 3, lines 42-44), and 
decoding program signaling means for outputting the decoding program in response to a request 
from the one of said terminal equipments (column 1, lines 16-26 and column 7, lines 14-17 and 
column 8, lines 12-14 and column 19, lines 8-14 and column 22, line 61 through column 23, line 
4). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the apparatus for an http server capable of connecting 
facsimile apparatuses and data terminals of Sato et al. by WWW server including decoding 
program storage means and decoding program signaling means for outputting the decoding 
program because this allows the client terminal the ability to decode the image data and thus 
reduces the load on the network and facsimile apparatus. 

Referring to claims 2, 4, and 7, Sato et al. teaches an image transfer system as claimed in 
claim 1, 3, and 5, wherein each of said terminal equipments includes: network control means for 
controlling connection to and data communication with any of said facsimile apparatus over said 
network (column 2, lines 13-16); inputting means for inputting an operation instruction to initiate 
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a WWW browser; program execution control means for controlling execution of a program for 
~~ initiating the WWW bfowsef ihTe^pofS¥to~tlie~operatibn instruction inputted by said inputting 
means; and display means for displaying the WWW browser executed by said program 
execution control means (column 4, lines 44-47). 

Regarding claim 6, Sato et al. teaches an image transfer system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein each of said facsimile apparatus further includes: management means for managing the 
image data stored in said image data storage means and page information of the image data; 
network control means for controlling connection to and data communication with any of said 
terminal equipments and said WWW sever over said network (column 2, line 14-17); acquisition 
request reception means for receiving an acquisition request outputted from any of said terminal 
equipments; acquisition request analysis means for analyzing the acquisition request received by 
said acquisition request reception means; HTML document data signaling means for signaling, 
when it is analyzed by said acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for HTML document data, the HTML document data (column 5, lines 8-10 
and column 12, lines 40-44); image data signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed by 
said acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an acquisition request for 
image data coded in accordance with the coding method; and signaling means for transmitting a 
response to the acquisition request signaled from one of said HTML document data signaling 
means and said image data signaling means to the terminal equipment through said network 
control means (column 10, lines 44-52). 

Referring to claim 8, Sato et al. teaches an image transfer system as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein said WWW server includes: network control means for controlling connection to and 



Application/Control Number: 09/578,713 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2141 

data communication with any of said facsimile apparatus and said terminal equipments over said 
"netwo^rlT(colul^l71iiSs~15^r8 and 21-23 and column 2, lines 14-17); acquisition request 
reception means for receiving an acquisition request outputted from any of said terminal 
equipments; acquisition request analysis means for analyzing the acquisition request received by 
said acquisition request reception means (column 5, lines 8-10 and column 10, lines 44-52 and 
column 12, lines 40-44); decoding program signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed by 
said acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an acquisition request for a 
decoding program for decoding image data decoded in accordance with the coding method; and 
transmission means for transmitting the decoding program signaled from said decoding program 
signaling means as a response to the acquisition request to the terminal equipment through said 
network control means (column 6, lines 39-43). 

Regarding claim 17 Sato et al. teaches an image transfer method as claimed in claim 13 
wherein said WWW server executes: an acquisition request reception step of receiving an 
acquisition request outputted from any of said terminal equipments over said network; an 
acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the acquisition request received by the acquisition 
request reception step (column 12, lines 42-43); a decoding program signaling step of signaling, 
when it is analyzed by the acquisition request analysis step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for a decoding program for image data decoded in accordance with the 
coding method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; and a transmission step of 
transmitting the decoding program signaled by the decoding program signaling step as a 
response to the acquisition request to the terminal equipment (column 6, lines 39-49). 
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Conclusion 

- -1— — -The prior art made of record andl^ applicant's 



The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to image 
transfer systems in general: 

US Pat No. 5,937,164 to Mages et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April L Baugh whose telephone number is 703-305-5317. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal D Dharia can be reached on 703-305-4003. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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